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Introduction 

As a communication intern for SciStory Collective, I was tasked with making a podcast 

that featured other National Geographic Explorers that are based in Texas. As a writing and 

speech consultant and a production assistant for a TV and radio station, my hope was to develop 

my skills in storytelling and production and help others learn how to make a change in their 

community in the process. 

My mentor, Dr. Kelly Albus, an environmental scientist and National Geographic 

Explorer, leads efforts in promoting citizen science in the youth by providing students with the 

tools to participate in the National Geographic Slingshot Challenge and her Community 2 

Classroom projects. The National Geographic Slingshot Challenge invites “13-18 to submit a 1-

minute video describing their idea for solving environmental issues” (National Geographic 

Society). She is also a part of SciStory Collective,”a non-profit organization of scientists, 

teachers, & community activists collaborating on educational tools to build a more science-

inclusive society” (SciStory Collective). This organization places an emphasis on storytelling 

and social media to spread their message and educate the public about topics that can affect their 

community. Our plan for this internship was to create short-form and long-from content for the 

SciStory Collective YouTube channel that highlighted her Slingshot Challenge students and 

promoted community involvement within the youth.  

Based on the mission of SciStory Collective, we decided that a podcast highlighting 

different National Geographic Explorers in different fields will both help further my skills as a 

production assistant, storyteller, producer and science communicator. Each episode would 

highlight one Explorer with the target audience being high school students focusing on career 

pathways and messages for the youth. My mentors and supervisors, Dr. Kelly Albus, Dr Taylor 

Harris, Dr. Thi Nguyen, Pamela Golcher and Ben Hendrickson assisted me in the film making 

process by giving me both the platform and the equipment. By the end of the ten weeks, we were 

able to make four episodes featuring four different NatGeo Explorers.  

 

Purpose and Objectives 

The purpose of the podcast was to highlight NatGeo Explorers to prompt citizen science 

and inspire students to get involved in their communities. This was an educational podcast 

targeted towards high school students and anyone interested in participating in the National 

Geographic Slingshot Challenge. Objectives included reaching out to different NatGeo Explorers 

in Texas and interviewing them about their particular science and experience. My tasks included 

drafting scripts, filming demos, creating interview questions, hosting podcasts, editing the 

episodes and making social media videos. 
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Methods 

The SciStory Collective team and I met weekly on Wednesdays to discuss everything 

regarding the podcast. I started by showing them an outline that included NatGeo Explorers that I 

am interested in interviewing and what the timeline for the next ten weeks would look like. 

Using the advice given by my mentors and the other SciStory Collective interns, I started 

drafting scripts for the introductions to the episodes using Dr. Albus as an example. Next, I 

started shooting demos to establish where and how the podcast will be filmed. This was also a 

way to show the team what I had been working on since this was a remote internship. After 

getting approval from my mentors, we started emailing the Explorers and booking studio space 

at the Whisper Rooms at the Texas A&M Evans Annex Library Studio. 

Using the approved demos as a guide, I wrote scripts and filmed the introduction for each 

episode. I would do research on the guest–using their National Geographic profiles and personal 

websites–and information from the interview to create an introduction for the Explorer. These 

introductions were filmed and curated to be positioned in the beginning of each episode. Each 

introduction started with “If living in Texas taught me one thing, it’s that…,” followed by an 

interesting or relatable fact. To build a brand identity around the name “Texplorers,” I would 

shoot them separately (outside of the interview) in different locations using a different mode of 

transportation each time: car, walking, Veo bike and bus.  

The interviews were shot using Riverside, an all-encompassing platform for remote audio 

and video recording. I would arrive approximately an hour before, set up the platform and the 

web camera and send the guest the Riverside link. Dr. Harris and Dr. Albus acted as my 

producers during the interview and made sure that everything ran smoothly in the background. 

The questions asked in the interview were geared to help viewers gain a glimpse into the world 

of a professional in their field. The interviews lasted about an hour. 

In between interviews, I would work on editing the episode and other social media videos 

for SciStory Collective. I edited the episode using Riverside and Adobe Premiere Pro. After 

completing the content for each episode, I would upload the assets to a shared Google Drive 

folder for review. If there were any revisions for the videos, I would re-edit the videos and re-

upload them and await approval. 

 

Results 

Through this internship, I gained substantial knowledge on the Slingshot Challenge and 

how it encourages the youth to get involved in their communities. I was able to work with 

students who were working on their own Slingshot Challenge and give them suggestions and 

recommendations on how to film their videos. Along with mentorship, I was able to create social 

media through the Texplorers Podcast with the direction of my supervisors to ensure that it 

aligned with the content already on SciStory Collective’s pages. Lastly, being the lead producer, 

videographer and editor for this podcast gave me the opportunity to develop my skills as a 

filmmaker. I was able to solve problems and use my creativity to expand the production level of 

the project by creating a video along with the audio-only version of the podcast.  

My goal for the Special Project of my REEU internship was to “create a podcast or series 

that incorporates other National Geographic Explorers.” The podcast was meant to “include 

interviews and advice for other aspiring filmmakers and researchers to create their own stories 

that communicate their science.” By the end of my internship, I produced four episodes and over 

twenty social media videos for the SciStory Collective YouTube Channel. During the production 

process, I was able to successfully draft scripts and film the introductions, interview the 



 

Explorers and edit the content for each episode. In the end, the Texplorers Podcast was officially 

released on October 13, 2025 on the SciStory Collective YouTube channel in a playlist titled: 

Texplorers Podcast | SciStory Collective | National Geographic Slingshot Challenge. 

 

Conclusion 

The success of this podcast is partly due to the amount of pre-production in the 

beginning. Creating demos for the introductions and trying different tones for the scripts and 

filming in different sets allowed us to see which format worked the best for the podcast. 

Although I would report my progress to them, my mentors allowed me to have creative freedom 

with the concept and made me feel supported all the way through the internship. They supplied 

me with a portable microphone and tripod and flash drives which made it possible to have a 

video along with the audio. Additionally, thanks to the National Geographic Explorers that 

agreed to share their expertise and experiences, the podcast served its purpose. Because each 

Explorer was in a different scientific field, there was a wide range of topics and questions that 

could be discussed. Getting the chance to talk to other National Geographic Explorers in the field 

was life changing. My hope is that students watch this podcast and also feel inspired to make a 

difference in their community.  
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