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Personal Introduction:
TikTok Instagram



Internship setting

Professor Michael J. 
Polcyn
-Professor at SMU
-Vertebrate paleontologist
- leading mosasaur 
specialist



Mosasaurs: An Introduction
Tethysaurus nopcsai Sarabosaurus dahli

Basal forms often smaller and 
plesiopedal

Derived forms grew larger, 
hydropedal Andrey Atuchin



Research overview
“Olive” the Mosasaur Major Goals:

- Describe its Osteology

- Document geological age
(Forams, Ammonite Zones, and bentonitic Zircons)

- Infer phylogenetic position
Possible relationships within Plioplatecarpinae and 
Tylosaurinae



Methods and Procedures

Prep work Comparative anatomy & 
Phylogenetic analysis



The Quadrate



Preliminary findings



Personal developments
- Better understand the scope of science

- Glimpsed the work life of a vertebrate paleontology researcher 

- Better oriented to pursue my goals



Professional developments
- Field excavation techniques

- Lab preparation techniques

- Methods of comparative anatomy

- Inferring phylogenetic relationships





Social Media: 



Social Media: impact



Questions?
Huge thank you to Mike Polcyn and the Science 

Influencers directors for making this possible
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